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One Sister’s Story ...

SAVE THE DATE

Flying Shuttles Studio
VSA Arts RI Annual Sherlock Exhibition

February 22 – March 23, 2016, Hours: 8am – 5pm
The Atrium Gallery, Providence
Artists’ Reception: Tuesday, March 15th 12pm-1:30pm

New to You and New To You Too
Customer Appreciation Day

The role of a sibling in the life of an individual with a developmental disability can be challenging and inspiring all at the
same time. At the Arc of Blackstone Valley, we value the role of
siblings and families in the care of their loved
ones. Here is a special story by Arc board
member Melanie Cherry, who looks back at
her experience growing up in a family of five
children, where everyone celebrated the
many gifts and achievements of sister Mary.

(Specials/Discounts) March 23, 2016

Annual Awards Ceremony
Wednesday, March 30th, 12:30pm
Auditorium, Independence Square

Daggett Farm Greenhouse Open House
Friday, May 6, 2016, 10am – 3pm

Daggett Farm Annual URI Master Gardener Classes
Saturdays, May 14th, 21st and 28th, 10am – 11am
Call to RSVP: 401 722-2038

35th Annual Arc of Blackstone Valley Golf Outing & Auction
Monday, June 6, 2016
Pawtucket Country Club

To register, please visit our website:
www.bvcriarc.org

Donations of $100 or more from November 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016

GRANTS:
Harry Yaghjian Trust Fund
Vigneron Memorial Fund,
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
John E. Moran Foundation

DONATIONS:
Mr. John Arruda
Ms. Kathy Baker
Bank of New York Mellon
Ms. Liane Bottone
Mrs. Sherry Buckless
The California Endowment
Ms. Kimberley Callahan
Ms. Suzanne Cane
Mrs. Myra Cavallaro
Crown Collision Centers
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Denby
Ms. Georgia DeResta
Ms. Jodi DeResta
Mrs. Roberta Dery
Ms. Jane Douglas
Mr. Joseph Doyle
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Echeverria
Mr. Lawrence Eichler
Mr. John P. Ferreira
Ms. Kathy Flores

Ms. Cathie Gilligan
Mr. Matthew Glendinning
Mrs. Elizabeth Goyer
Ms. Martha Greenwood
Mr. Jeffrey M. Hayer
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Healey
Mrs. Elaine Hoyceanyls-Scott
Mrs. Katherine Hunt
Mr. William Hunt
Ms. Kathy Jacquart
From the estate of Mr. Lester B. Keats
Mr. Dale Kennedy
Mrs. Suzanne Kolc
Ms. Kate Lacouture
Ms. Diane Lemieux
Ms. Bertha Madden
Ms. Suzanne M. Magaziner
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Marques
Mrs. Laurie McKenna
Ms. Heather E. Miguel
Mr. Richard Newman
Mrs. Dale Newton
Mrs. Mary Oldham
Mr. and Mrs. Peter O’Neill
Mr. John J. Padien III
Pannone, Lopes, Devereaux & West
Mr. Frank Plante

Mrs. Michelle Rattray
Mr. Raymond Rhinehart
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shannon
Mr. and Mrs. E. Paul Sorensen
Mr. and Mrs. David Spencer
Mr. Michael Tavares
Ms. Ruth Wernig
Mr. Vincent Wernig
Mr. Charles Wrobleski

IN MEMORIAM:
Mr. Gary Laramee

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN MEMORY OF:
Mr. Vincent Wernig
Mr. James Whitehead

Special Thanks!

Thank you to the Vigneron Memorial Trust,
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee for a $4,000
grant which supported the purchase of accessible display shelves for the greenhouse at Daggett Farms. We are also grateful to the John E.
Moran Foundation for a grant of $2,154 which
purchased a new wheelchair accessible loom
for artists at Flying Shuttles Art Studio.

For more information about our programs, call (401) 727-0150,
go to our Web site at www.bvcriarc.org or e-mail contact @bvcriarc.org.

“I was 11 years old when my youngest sister
was born with Down Syndrome. She was
embraced by our extended family
with such love and enthusiasm
that my siblings and I knew she
was special, for all the right reasons. Incredibly, I never heard
the "r" word used in referring to
Mary until I was 16. That's just
not how we thought of her.

As Mary grew, she wanted to do
what everyone else did: go to
school, learn to read and write,
have a circle of friends to play with,
a career and a home of her own.
As her loving, supportive family, we
never tried to discourage any of her
aspirations.

From pre-school on, Mary began
achieving her goals. She did go to
school and learned to read. She had
a circle of friends with whom she attended school and performed in plays. She became quite a song and dance girl.

In their valiant attempts to find the best support they could for
Mary, my parents found an evolving organization that would
eventually become The Arc of Blackstone Valley. So Mary be-

came a part of a second loving and supportive family. Soon
after, Mary's goal of having her own home was realized when
she moved into one of The Arc of Blackstone Valley group
homes. She was so excited to be living on her own that one Christmas
many of the things on her Santa wishlist were appliances for her new
kitchen. This year, Mary retired from
her job at Flying Shuttles, where she
was an accomplished artist and
weaver.
Mom and Dad never wanted Mary's
needs to interfere with our lives, but
we heard all about her achievements
and knew the names of Mary's friends, teachers
and support staff. As Mary’s sister and as a newcomer to The Arc, I remember hearing about the
stories about some of our greatest Arc members
and advocates: the Healey family, Gloria Reis,
Roberta Dery, Barbara Connors, the Shwaery’s,
Blanche Ferguson, Medora Ricciarelli and many
others.

I am happy to say that together, Mary's two "families" helped her create the life she always
wanted. That is a very special legacy.

As cliché as it sounds, it takes a village to love
and care for an individual with a disability and
The Arc is a pretty spectacular village to call
home. It is with this passion and commitment that I hope every
reader of this newsletter will join our organization as a member
during our March campaign. Every dollar raised strengthens
the The Arc’s family traditions of offering recreational, seasonal
celebrations and quality community-based experiences year
round.”
-Melanie Cherry

The Arc of Blackstone Valley is committed to supporting people with developmental disabilities
secure the opportunity to choose and realize their goals of where and how they live, learn, work and play

Letter from the CEO
Every day, The Arc of Blackstone Valley touches the
lives of over 250 adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families. As we enter our
61st year, I want to once again acknowledge the hard
work of our staff in providing residential, employment and recreational services to our consumers and to thank the countless donors for supporting our
mission.
Another milestone for The Arc was the ribbon cutting ceremony on November 9, for our new Veterans For Tomorrow (VFT) complex. VFT is a 20-unit
supportive housing project for formerly homeless and disabled veterans.
Local, state and federal
officials as well as the
development partners
turned out for a large
scale celebration, which
included tours of the
renovated 1832 historic
mill that is listed on the
National Registry of
Historic Places.

I am especially proud of
this project, because it
brought together an inGovernor Gina Raimondo speaking at the VFT Nocredible community of
supporters, from financ- vember 9th ceremony
ing sources and corporate donors to area non-profits, all of whom are working to end
homelessness among our Vets. I am truly honored that The Arc and our
subsidiary Blackstone Valley Development Corporation could play such a
key role in completing a large scale project to benefit the very citizens who
have put on uniforms, and served our country. This is yet another legacy of
The Arc of Blackstone Valley.

Once again we were able to end our year on a high note with a holiday party
at Corinne’s. There are a few pictures scattered throughout this newsletter
giving evidence of the fun had by all.

As the New Year begins, we are ready to begin developing a new Computer
Resource Center. I wish to acknowledge several funders including the Bristol County Savings Charitable Foundation and Ocean State Charities for
their initial grants to launch this project. The Computer Resource Center will
offer opportunities for consumers to apply for jobs online and to be exposed
to newer, state of the art training modules and simulation experiences in
order to strengthen their qualifications for a broader range of employment
opportunities.

Before I close, there are two other items to put on your calendar for 2016.
March is membership renewal month and hopefully by now, you’ve received
your Save the Date for our June 6th annual golf and auction outing!
John J. Padien III
Chief Executive Officer

March is

Membership Month!

Your Vision … Our Work. Please join the Arc family by becoming a member today! Every dollar raised
supports new and ongoing recreational and educational programs that are not typically funded by the
State. We can’t do our work without your help! Submit the enclosed Membership envelope or pay online through our secure Paypal account: www.bvcriarc.org, under the donation tab.

Citizens With Power
takes action!

CWP Executives (L to R): Raymond Valley, Brian
Gendreau, Joseph Blanchard, Raymond Oldham

The executive committee of Citizens With Power
(CWP), The Arc’s advocacy group, met recently
to learn about the new Achieving A Better Life
Experience (ABLE) Act, which was signed into
federal law in 2014. The ABLE Act will allow individuals with disabilities and their families to set
up 529(a) savings accounts and put monies
aside without compromising their Medicaid funding. This type of account is being modeled after
the 529 college savings account program.

CWP executives were eager to talk about the
law and to explore ways that their voices could
be heard as RI’s regulations are being drafted
by the General Treasury’s office. As a result of
reviewing the law from the federal standpoint,
CWP had some thoughts about how they could
interact with the process, offering suggestions
and concerns in advance of the law being finalized and enacted in the State of Rhode Island.
In a letter drafted to the State, the executive
committee highlighted two issues in their letter to
Amy Crane, Deputy of General Counsel at the
General Treasury’s office:

•To keep the list of “qualifying expenses” for
people with developmental disabilities as nonspecific as possible, so that they have many options on how their money is spent.

•To recommend to the State that an Advisory
Council or Steering Committee be established
so that individuals with disabilities can have a
voice in how these funds are structured and implemented.

We are proud of our Citizens With Power Advocates. Their interest in voicing opinions and taking action benefits all Arc consumers and their
families. A special thanks goes to our executive
committee: Joseph Blanchard, President; Brian
Gendreau, Vice President; Raymond Oldham,
Secretary and Raymond Valley, Treasurer. Keep
up the good work!

What are the tenets of the ABLE Act? It provides for the establishment of tax advantaged
savings accounts where beneficiaries (individuals with disabilities) can save money to be used
for such expenses as education, housing, transportation, employment training, health ( prevention and wellness), assistive technology,
personal support services and more. These accounts do not supplant SSI, Medicaid or SNAP,
but instead supplement these public programs.
There are rules and limits around these accounts and interested readers should visit the
Arc USA’s website to learn more:
www.thearc.org.

Celebrating Acts of Kindness

Kathy Jacquart demonstrates the true
spirit of charitable giving every year with a
generous contribution to The Arc. Kathy’s
aunt is part of The Arc family, and has
been for over 25 years. Kathy graciously
refers to Arc staff as “saints” recognizing
the around-the-clock care that is needed
for her aunt, who has cerebral palsy and
was recently diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.
Kathy remembers when her aunt moved
into one of our group homes many years
ago. “The transition was challenging for
my grandmother and my own mother, her Front row left to right: Pat McCarthy
Jacquart, Ruth McCarthy and Ellen Mcsister” she explains, “but in the end, we
Carthy
Back row left to right: Karen
all saw tremendous growth as she
Jacquart Naff, David Jacquart and Kathy
learned to tie her shoes, develop advoJacquart
cacy skills and socialize with friends.”
Kathy said that the move offered her
grandmother peace of mind, knowing that her daughter would be offered work experience, community-based recreational activities and a safe and social home life. “The
Arc even brought an exercise bike into the group home, so that she could work on
losing weight, which she succeeded in doing.”

We celebrate the generosity of Kathy, who lives in Washington DC and currently
works for the National Science Foundation. She spent many years as the Peace
Corps Director in Lesotho, a small country in southern Africa. She began her work
with the Peace Corps, as many do, as a volunteer back in the late 80’s and early
90’s. Kathy understands the reaches of charitable giving and volunteerism, especially
when it impacts the wellbeing of individuals who have challenges or are less fortunate.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff we thank you Kathy for your faith in what
we do and your generous support of The Arc!

The Arc celebrates
Books on the Square!

Brian Gendreau
has been working
on Friday’s at
Books on the
Square in Providence. Here is
what Jennifer
Brian Gendeau
Kandarian, Manager of Books on the Square, has to
say about Brian…“Brian has been
helping us out for about two years
now. His job consists of some of our

heavy-duty cleaning, including vacuuming, mopping, filling supplies and
putting together our recycling. We
are all impressed with
Brian's thoroughness and
attention to
detail in
everything he does. His cheerful
personality is also a welcome addition to our Friday mornings!”

2015 Holiday Party

A crowded dance floor!

Paul Tessier, Betty Goyer
and Kathy Hunt, COO

