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ADVOCACY IN ACTION
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Advocacy is more important than ever for individuals, families,
and professionals within the Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (I/DD) and the broader Human Services
community. As discussions around potential Medicaid cuts
continue, the stability of critical services is at risk. These
programs provide essential support for some of our most
vulnerable neighbors, and any reduction in funding could have
lasting consequences for access to care, workforce
sustainability, and quality of life.

Now is the time to make your voice heard. Engaging with state
leaders—by calling, emailing, or meeting with them—helps
ensure they understand the real-life impact of their decisions.
Personal stories, professional experiences, and community
perspectives all play a vital role in shaping policy and
protecting these essential services.

To support this effort, Community Provider Network of Rhode
Island (CPNRI) and the Health and Human Services Coalition
are hosting a rally on May 5th at 2:00 PM at the State House.
This is an opportunity to stand together, raise awareness, and
advocate for the funding necessary to sustain vital programs
across Rhode Island. Register here if you plan on attending:
Register Here

Your voice matters—especially now. Together, we can help
ensure that individuals with 1I/DD continue to receive the
support they deserve.
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How to Find your
Elected Officials

Follow the QR code to
https://vote.sos.ri.gov/Home/Polling
Places?ActiveFlag=3
Enter your ZIP code, town, and
street address
Here you can view your upcoming
elections and assigned polling
place, elected state officials as
well as local elected officials
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https://cpnri.typeform.com/to/c4eprQ5L?emci=da667cca-5b3a-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=913a0794-623a-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&ceid=10358627
https://cpnri.typeform.com/to/c4eprQ5L?emci=da667cca-5b3a-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&emdi=913a0794-623a-f111-8ef2-000d3a14b640&ceid=10358627

Poems from the Heart: A Valentine’s
Celebration of Art and Connectlon

A Valentine’s Day—themed poetry night at Flying Shuttles
Art and Weaving Studio in Pawtucket, Rhode Island,
offered a warm and expressive evening that brought
together art, community, and storytelling. Poetry night was
held on Thursday, February Sth and embraced themes of
love and connection. Participants got together to share
original poems, spoken word pieces, and reflections
inspired by Valentine’s Day. Attendees ranged from
seasoned writers to first-time readers, all contributing to a
supportive and inclusive environment. Our Valentine's
poetry night served as both a celebration of love and a
testament to the power of the arts in creating inclusive,
community-centered experiences.

Events like this reflect the studio’s broader mission to build community through
creativity. Flying Shuttles Art and Weaving Studio regularly organizes gatherings
such as poetry nights to encourage self-expression and connection. We hope to see
you at our next one! Only $5 cash per person, which includes light refreshments as
well as a 10% discount on all products for sale during intermission. You can view our
online store front HERE!

The next poetry night is scheduled for May 21* from 6-8pm. The Flying Shuttles Art

and Weaving Studio is located at 390 Pine Street in Pawtucket, we hope to see you
there!
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https://flyingshuttles.org/shop

12 Weeks of Giving Major Donors 2025

Thank you to our genorous donors!
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Thank you to Our Generous Donors
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Donations of $100 or more from January 1, 2025
through December 31, 2025

Atwill & Conroy Dental Associates  Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Dingley Michel & Janice Manosh
Mr. & Mrs. Michel Benoit Patricia Durigan Gerald McDuff

Mr. & Mrs. Joao Botelho Michael Gendreau Marlene Miller

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Carney Thomas Hodge John & Patricia Moran
Coastall Credit Union Brian & Katherine Hunt Joseph Sabatino

Louise Cyr Joellen Hunt Charles & Margaret Sheehy

Planned Giving and Bequests

Linda Perry Tom Hetu Ed Chenot Lester B. Keats

Donations In Memory or Recogonition

In Memory of Joe Connors In Memory of Jack McDermott

Mr. Ron Antuono Fidelity Investments

Ms. Ina Bischoff Amica Companies Foundation/James McDermott
Ms. Maureen Bleday In Memory of Bobby Plante

Mr. William Cinnamond St. Teresa SPRED Community

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Clark In Memory of Stanley Polaski

Mr. Thomas Connors
Ms. Patricia Durigan
Mr. Paul Hanley

Ms. Meghan Harrington

Dr. Margaret Tryforoa & Mr. Paul Thompson
In Memory of Richard Poniatowski
Mr. Robert Poniatowski

Mr. William King In Memory of Alicia Sheehan

Mr. Ellen Nadeau Ms. Jocelyn Collen

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Prigionieri Mr. Richard Godfrey

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Rancourt Ms. Catherine Tierney

Ms. Bonnie Rogers In Memory of Harry & Mary Shock
Ms. Kerstin Smith Karen McConagy

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Fredrick Shwaery, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Fredrick Shwaery, Jr.

In Recognition of Staff at CBC Residential Home
Dr. Margaret Tryforos & Mr. Paul Thompson
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In Memory of Marie Hickey
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Danielson
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